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Art show
puts focus
on disorder

A THOUGHT-PROVOKING
art exhibition hosted at The
Farnham Pottery has promoted
understanding of the devastating
effects of Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).
The Conflict Within exhibition was run by artist and owner
of Clasby Art, Katy Clasby,
showcasing a wide variety of
uplifting art. It opened with a
VIP evening attended by 60
guests, including the Mayor
of Farnham, representatives of
PTSD Resolution UK, SSAFA
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Families Association) and Combat Stress’s senior art psychotherapist.
Katy said all the works were
very well received. She told the
Herald: “The 40 piece collection
was sectioned into four areas
– exploring emotion, nature
nurture, healing and politics of
PTSD, aimed at promoting understanding of the devastating
effects of this condition on every
day life.”
Katy added that the inclusion of audio for each piece was
found to be “highly engaging,
thought-provoking and very
emotive” by many of the exhibi-

on’s attendees. Thirteen pieces
have been sold – with proceeds
put towards a community project supporting PTSD sufferers,
of which there are an estimated
two million in the UK.
Katy continued: “These funds
together with other proceeds
being collected are presently intended for a developing community garden in Camberley.
“The space, run by my partner Jason Clasby, a long standing PTSD sufferer, will provide
peace, tranquility and a sense of
belonging to those struggling
with PTSD and any other mental
health issues.
“It will also continue to support horticultural courses underpinning back to work schemes
and many other fundraising
events taking shape over the
coming months.”
Katy thanked all of the guests,
friends and family who attended
the launch night as well as Guy
and Alex Hains, owners of the
pottery, “but most of all my
partner Jason for his unending
patience, support, clinical input
and mental strength”.
For more information visit the
website www.katyclasbystudio.com
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From a bet with mates
to selling 100,000
novels in three years

Above: Artist Katy Clasby at The Farnham Pottery in Wrecclesham
Below: Another of the 40 thought-provoking pieces on display

KEITH Pearson, a former student
at Heath End School in Farnham,
has recently published his seventh
novel.
But his writing career only
began in 2016 on the back of a bet
in the pub, and Keith is now a bestselling author.
He said: “I’d been talking about
writing a book for about five or six
years and I think my friends had
grown a bit weary of me claiming
I was actually going to get round
to doing it. I made it into a new
year’s resolution, and that evolved
into a bet.”
Since then, Keith has sold more
than 100,000 books, and his most
recent novel, Tuned Out, is one of
the top ten best selling novels in
Amazon’s science fiction charts.
His key target audience is people
who enjoy a bit of nostalgia.
Keith’s first book, The 86 Fix, is
based on time travel, and focusses
on the 1980s.
He continued: “People who
lived through the 80s, especially
as teenagers, tend to really engage
with the books.
“There are loads of cultural
references – music, fashion, things
we used to eat, and the lack of
technology. It takes people back.”
He has even created Spotify
playlists with music to coincide
with the books, featuring music
mentioned in the storylines. His
latest book, Tuned Out, follows
another time travel based storyline.
Thirty year old millennial,

Bestseller: Farnham born-andbred author Keith Pearson

Toby, is offered the opportunity
to discover exactly what life was
like for his parents’ generation;
courtesy of a journey back in time
to 1969.
“The whole millennial thing was
quite interesting to write about,”
Keith added. “Obviously it’s quite
poignant at the moment, with the
gap between people of my age and
‘Generation X’, probably because
of the internet, which is a huge
barrier that we have between those
two generations.”
He is currently working on his
eighth novel, which is due for
release in the autumn.
All of his books are available
in ebook and paperback format
exclusively on Amazon.

